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“The Tunes They Carried”





�





Some have suggested that music is primal, a way for humans to communicate at some deep level.  Have there been human civilizations, even tribes, without music?  Must be something special going on that gets us to change the pitch of our voice, tap our foot, or carve holes in a tree branch and blow through it.





Does war have a primal pull that draws humans toward it, as well?  How ‘bout patriotism, the need to be part of a pack, loyal, defending what is ours?





For some reason, music, combined with the poetry that constitutes lyrics, has been a recurring strain in these realms, capturing feelings of both patriotism and anti-war sentiment.  World wars generated fascinating tunes that citizens and soldiers belted out to express their support and courage.  Vietnam generated a wealth of protest songs that many believe took folk music and rock-and-roll to amazing heights – even to the extent of affecting public policy.  There must be something rooted deep in our personal and collective selves that draws us to music when we need to express powerful emotions.





So, let’s explore this idea as we read Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried and Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five. Let’s make our own music CD set.  We’ll pick songs that trumpet protest or patriotism, compile them onto two CDs, then make copies for the class.  Here’s what we’ll need:





• Find songs & bring ‘em in (if you don’t have a legal source, we’ll find one)


• Bring in typed lyrics to share so we can make liner notes


• A good artist to design our CD cover & label


• Good literary students to generate an appropriate CD title


• Good literary students to make final song selections for the CD





Here are some Metzler ideas to get you started…





Gun Shy (10,000 Maniacs)			Battle Hymn of the Republic (J.W. Howe)


Brothers in Arms (Dire Straits)			Blood Brother (Bruce Springsteen)


Tender Comrade (Billy Bragg)			Over There (George M. Cohan/ C. King)


No Christmas in February (Lou Reed)		Angry American Song (Toby Keith)


Born in the USA (Bruce Springsteen)		I’m Eighteen (Alice Cooper)		


For What It’s Worth (Buffalo Springfield)	Hard Rain’s Gonna Fall (Bob Dylan)


Gimme Shelter (Rolling Stones)			The Times They Are A Changin’ (Dylan)


Are You Experienced (Jimi Hendrix)		Fortunate Son (Jim Fogerty)


Eve of Destruction (P.F. Sloan/B. McGuire)	God Bless the USA (Lee Greenwood)


Mintrel Boy (Joe Strummer)			Danny Boy (Various Artists)














	








